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Steve Jobs was one of the most successful men of his generation. He revolutionized the way the world communicates. He was a visionary, a perfectionist, and a man of extraordinary ambition. But that ambition came at a cost. Jobs poured himself into his work, often at the expense of the people closest to him. His relationships with his children were an example of this.

Near the end of his life, when he was dying of cancer, Jobs agreed to cooperate with biographer Walter Isaacson to write the story of his life.  And one of his motivations was deeply revealing.  He told Isaacson, “I want my kids to know me.  I wasn't always there for them, and I want them to know why.”  Think about that.  Here was a man who changed the world and accumulated billions.  And yet, at the end of his life, he wanted a stranger to write a book so that his own children could understand who their father was.
…
We are in our interactive service again, so turn around and make a group of three or four with the people directly in front or behind you.  I’ve got three questions on the screen and you’ve got a minute and a half each to answer them.  And if you’ve got any kids sitting near you invite them in.  Go!

[Discussion Questions
	1.) Hey, my name is…
2.) Steve Jobs created amazing stuff, but it came at cost to his relationships.  Why do you think people make sacrifices like this?
3.) Some people find their identity in being successful, popular or smart.  Others find it in their friendships or family.  Where are you most tempted to look for identity?
…
If you’ve got a Bible, open it up to Isaiah 56.  We are going to start in verse 1.  Would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read Isaiah 56:1-8]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.  

We’re back in the Servant Songs of Isaiah where we have been looking at this mysterious figure called the Servant of the Lord who brings salvation into the world.  And this is significant because the New Testament identifies this Servant as Jesus.  And today’s text unpacks the kind of life you live when the salvation of the Servant gets a hold of you.  It will change the way you understand who you are.  And when you understand who you are, it will change the way you treat everyone else.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/an-everlasting-name/ (Accessed October 21, 2026)] 

So let’s look first at a passion for justice that Isaiah says will arise when we encounter God’s Servant.  Look at verse 1
	This is what the Lord says:
“Be just and fair to all.
    Do what is right and good,
for I am coming soon to rescue you (Isaiah 56:1)

So God is talking about justice.  We should live justly because He is coming to rescue.  So usually when we think of justice, we think of punishing wrongdoing.  But biblical justice goes further.  It's not just about correcting wrongs; it's about living rightly with others so that those wrongs don't happen in the first place.

Bruce Waltke, an Old Testament theologian I studied under at Regent defined biblical justice saying, “People who live justly are those who are willing to disadvantage themselves to advantage the community, while the wicked are those who are willing to disadvantage the community to advantage themselves.”

In other words, refusing to share our resources or power isn’t just uncharitable, it’s injustice.  But this is an incredibly un-Canadian idea.  We tend to think that the choice to be generous or not is up to us because we’ve worked hard for what we have. 

And that’s sort of true.  But imagine you were born in a garbage dump in Guatemala.  You could work every bit as hard as you have here and you wouldn’t have much to show for it.  You wouldn’t have your degree or your bank account.

So yes, you’ve worked hard.  But God gave you your abilities and the options you’ve exercised.  So really everything you’ve got is a gift.  It’s grace.  

And this is why living like you’ve built your own life shows you don’t understand the gospel.  Justice means using what God’s given you to take care of the vulnerable.
…
I heard a story about a Christian who owns a used car dealership.  And in settings like this the salesman is usually given a range they can sell a vehicle for.  But this guy started noticing that certain kinds of people were better at getting good deals than others.  Like businessmen were good at this while single moms were not.  And as a result single moms were the ones who were paying most for vehicles.  

And this didn’t look like justice to him, so he put a sticker on the car and did away with negotiating the price.  Justice is looking for ways to take care of the poor and powerless in any way you can. 

Now what motivates a life of justice like this?  Well, it grows out of the idea that everything I have is a gift.  Grace leads to justice.  If I’ve earned everything I have then I feel entitled to it.  

But if I’ve received what I have then I’m much more wiling to hold it loosely.  And this is what we see in the text: “Do what is right and good, for I am coming to rescue you.”  People who are being rescued aren’t earning anything.  We are being saved.  And so the Servant changes the way we live.

And He doesn't just change what we do with our money, He changes how we look at ourselves.  See if everything I have is a gift, then I can't build my identity on the things I've accomplished or accumulated.  And I can't look down on people who have less or even aren’t as morally good as me.  And this totally rocks all the categories we create that are supposed to give us our identity – even the holy sounding ones.  

And this is where Isaiah goes next. See God isn't just interested in how we treat the poor and vulnerable out in the world. He's interested in the divisions we create inside His own family.  Look at verse 3.  
“Don’t let foreigners who commit themselves to the Lord say,
    ‘The Lord will never let me be part of his people.’
And don’t let the eunuchs say,
    ‘I’m a dried-up tree with no children and no future.’ (Isaiah 56:3)

Now this would have shocked Isaiah’s listeners.  Foreigners were excluded from the faith community under the Old Testament law and for good reason  Foreigners didn’t live their lives in line with the moral code4 of Israel.  But now Isaiah announces that God’s coming salvation is going to bring people from every race inside.

So what’s going on here?  Well, remember that up to this point the believing community was primarily one race because God began His work of salvation with Abraham and his family.  But God’s intention had always been to bless all nations.  And so now Isaiah announces that when the Servant comes there will be no us and them.
…
And this explains why ethnic equality wasn’t a side issue for Jesus.  In fact, Jesus took this so seriously that His first sermon was about race.  Remember Luke 4?  Jesus comes into the synagogue in His hometown, and He reads from the end of the Isaiah scroll – actually the text we are going to look at next week.  “I have come to preach good news to the poor.”  

And everyone likes His sermon until He drops a seemingly random punch-line about the widow of Zarephath.  He says, “There were lots of widows during the famine of Elijah’s time, but God only sent Elijah to a foreigner.”  And Jesus wasn’t being random.

His point was: “I’m the Servant of the Lord, and I’m telling you God belongs as much to foreigners as to Jews.”  And how did the Jews respond?  They jumped up and tried to throw Jesus off a cliff.  That was Jesus’ first sermon – and it was about how God’s salvation is for everyone.

Now here’s where this lands for us: a church that understands Jesus’ gospel works hard to fight against every racial division.  All people are equal because we’ve all been saved by grace.  
…
But that's not the only thing Isaiah says here.  He also says, "Let no eunuch complain, 'I am only a dry tree.'"

Now eunuchs were men who had been castrated, often so they could serve in royal courts without posing a threat to the king.  They sacrificed family for money.  But in the Jewish world, where your descendants were central to your identity, this was an abomination.  You had no children to carry on your name.  

And so these men were excluded from the faith community because in seeking to create an identity for themselves they had made themselves “dry trees” with no lineage.   But this brings us to something really important.
…
See, we in Western society, tend to build our identities around our own accomplishment.  We want to make a name for ourselves.  And we do this through our careers, our money, our success, our sexuality, or even how good we look.

And we admire people like Steve Jobs because he’s a picture of a quintessential self-made person.  That’s what our culture values.

In contrast, traditional cultures build their identity around family.  So who your parents are, who you marry, and the children you have determine your place in the world.  

Now here's what's fascinating.  The Bible critiques both cultures.  See the Bible isn’t a conservative or a liberal book.  It’s not progressive or traditional.  It doesn’t fit into any of our political or ideological categories.  

Instead the Bible says every cultural and ideological position has a problem because they all take something good and turn it into something ultimate.  So work is good.  And contributing something meaningful is good.  But when your career becomes the thing that tells you who you are, it's become an idol.

And similarly, family is good.  Marriage is good.  Children are a gift from God.  But when your family becomes the thing that tells you who you are, it's become an idol too.

And you can tell what has become an idol in your life by looking at what you're willing to sacrifice for it.  One person will sacrifice marriage and family to define themselves or gain success  while another person will sacrifice everything else to gain marriage and family.  

But both are making the same mistake.  They're trying to get their identity from something that was never meant to give it to them.  

And here's the problem with trying to build your own identity.  It's never secure.  If my worth comes from success, what happens when you’re more successful than me?  If it comes from family, what happens when my kids don't turn out the way I hoped?  

So I’m constantly comparing myself to others.  I feel superior to those beneath me and insecure around those above.  And division is created.  We decide who belongs and who doesn’t matter.  But God comes along and says something extraordinary.  Look at verse 5.  Speaking to the eunuchs, He says:
"I will give them, within the walls of My house, a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name." (Isaiah 56:5)

Do you see what God is saying?  You don't have to make a name for yourself.  You don't have to build a legacy through your children or prove your worth through your accomplishments.  I’ll give you a name.  

And that's the radical promise of the gospel. God gives us identity we could never create on our own.  And because it's a gift, nobody gets to boast about having a better one than anyone else.  Whether you're married or single, successful or struggling, whatever your ethnicity, there are no second-class citizens in the family of God. 
…
I want to end with a beautiful example of this getting worked out in the New Testament.

In Acts 8 we meet an Ethiopian eunuch.  And this is remarkable because he belongs to both groups Isaiah has just been talking about.  He's a foreigner, and he's a eunuch.  And we're told that he was a very important official in the court of the Ethiopian queen. He was in charge of her treasury, so this man had enormous influence and power.

But he was also a foreigner and a eunuch.  And in the Jewish world, that meant he was an immoral dry tree.

Now Acts tells us that this man had somehow come to faith and travelled all the way to Jerusalem to worship.  That’s remarkable especially since there’s a good chance he got turned away at the door.  Anyway, on his way home, he's sitting in his chariot reading from the scroll of Isaiah.  And that's when Philip runs up and ask, "Do you understand what you're reading?"  And the eunuch says, "How can I, unless someone explains it?"

Now of all the passages he could have been reading, he just so happens to be reading Isaiah 53.  The passage about the Suffering Servant:
He was humiliated and received no justice.
    Who can speak of His descendants?
    For His life was taken from the earth.” (Acts 8:33) 
	
Who can speak of His descendants?  Here is a man who couldn’t have descendants, reading about a Servant who was cut off from the land of the living.  And the eunuch asks Philip, "Who is the prophet talking about?"  And Philip begins with that very passage and tells him the good news about Jesus.

And see, this is what Isaiah has been pointing us toward all along.  Jesus is the Servant who was cut off.  He was rejected, humiliated, and killed.  And through His death and resurrection, He opened the way for excluded people to become part of God's family.  The foreigner is welcome.  The eunuch is given a name.  And all of it comes through Jesus.
…
So this Ethiopian eunuch hears the gospel, believes, and asks to be baptized.  And I love the picture we're given.  

Here is Philip, a righteous Jew, standing in the water with an African eunuch who had been excluded from participation in Israel's worship under the old covenant.  These two men have totally different backgrounds and social positions.  And yet here they are, together in the water.  What could bring people like this together?

They had the same name!  See the Ethiopian was no longer ultimately defined by his position in the queen’s court.  And Philip wasn’t ultimately defined by his Jewish heritage.  Their deepest identity was the same.  "I am someone who has been saved by the grace of Jesus."

And when that's your identity, the barriers start coming down.  You don't need a better job or a better family to establish your worth because the most important thing about you is something you didn't achieve.  God has given you what you have.

And that's what makes the church a radical community.  See we're not brought together because we look the same, or earn the same, or have the same family situations or even vote the same.  We're brought together because we've all received the same grace.   And when we understand that it changes the way we see ourselves and it changes the way we see each other.
…
So, Steve Jobs.  Here's a man who spent his life making a name for himself.  And he succeeded.  He changed the world.  And his name will be remembered for generations.  But at what cost?
…
Now the temptation is to look at Jobs and say, "Well, that's his problem.  He put his career ahead of his family.  I would never do that."  But Isaiah won't let us off that easily.

See the problem isn't that Jobs valued his career too much and should have valued his family instead.  The problem is that we all keep looking to good things to give us what we can only get from God.

Some of us look to our careers.  Some of us look to our families.  Some of us look to our money, or even morality.  But all of us make sacrifices to get the things we think are going to make our life worth living.

And God comes to us and says, "You don't have to make a name for yourself.  I'll give you one.  And the name I give you will be better than anything you could ever achieve."

And we all receive that name in exactly the same way.  Not through success or good behaviour, or having a great lineage.  We receive it by grace, through Jesus. 

And when you know that your identity is a gift, you’re free to stop proving yourself.  You’re free to serve people who have less and welcome people who are different.  And you're free to enjoy your job and your family and everything else without asking any of it to tell you who you are.  See the most important thing about a Jesus follower is the name God has given you.

He loves you, and He says you’re more valuable than you would ever think.  And He wrote the rules so He’s right.
…
Turn back to the same group you were in before.  We’re going to do communion together.  But first take no more than a minute each to answer question 1.  Then do 2 and 3 together.   

Group Response
1.) What stood out to you from the sermon?  And where is Jesus challenging you?

2.) Choose one person to pray for Jesus’ sense of justice to grow in our church.

3.) Choose someone else to read 1 Corinthians 11:23-24 and then 25-26.  Take communion together.  
