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In 1901, a young British woman named Mildred Cable was preparing to travel to China as a missionary. But there was a problem. Mildred was engaged to be married.  And while initially her fiancé had been interested in becoming a missionary too, he changed his mind and gave her a choice: she could marry him, or she could go to China.  Not both.
Mildred chose China.  She boarded a ship, sailed halfway around the world, and never married. She never had children of her own.  And that’s a significant sacrifice.  I wonder if there were moments when she thought about the life she had given up—the husband she might have grown old beside, the family she might have held.
Whether she had those thoughts or not, Mildred’s life was not empty.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Story adapted from: https://fieldpartner.org/resources/articles/mildred-cable-a-missionary-who-made-the-right-choices (Accessed October 1, 2026) ] 

…
We’re back in Isaiah and looking at this mysterious figure called the Servant of the Lord who is bringing salvation to the world.  And the New Testament identifies Him as Jesus.
And yesterday Brad led us through Isaiah 53, which is really the central text in this series: “He was pierced for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on Him.”  That’s Jesus.
But today we move past that into the very next chapter, Isaiah 54.  And what we get is an incredible picture of what happens because of the sacrifice of the Servant.
So in this chapter we are going to meet two women.  The first is a barren woman who is suddenly surrounded by children.  Now we need to do a full stop here.  For some of us infertility isn’t a metaphor – it’s a painful part of your own story.  And Isaiah isn’t promising that faith will result in biological children; he’s using this very real pain as a picture of something only God can do.  So if this is part of your story, I recognize that some of the language we’re about to read may be painful.  But I hope you’ll hear the good news Isaiah has for all of us through this picture.
The second woman is abandoned but suddenly reunited with her husband.  And through these women we discover a miraculous birth, a miraculous marriage, and the miraculous life that flows from them.[footnoteRef:2]  Would you stand with me as we come before God’s Word? [2:  Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/the-maker-is-your-husband/ (Accessed October 1, 2026)] 

Hear now the Word of the Lord.
[Read Isaiah 54:1–10]
This is the Word of the Lord. You may be seated.
First, the miraculous birth.  We get this in verses 1-3 where we find a barren woman who has never been in labour and never given birth, and yet suddenly she has so many children that in verse 2 she has to renovate her home.  But then in verse 3 that still isn’t enough because her children are so numerous that they are spreading out into nations and repopulating abandoned cities.  What’s going on here?
Well, remember that at this time Israel was suffering captivity in Babylon.  So at one level, God is promising that Israel will return from exile and inhabit the land again.  But that can’t be the whole picture because verse 3 doesn't say her children will inhabit one nation.  It says nations.  God’s children are going to fill the earth.
And besides that, the whole picture is impossible.  This is a barren woman having children, and that's miraculous.
So what is this ultimately pointing toward?  Well, hundreds of years later the Apostle Paul quotes this exact passage in Galatians 4.  He says:
“Be glad, barren woman,
    you who never bore a child;
shout for joy… because more are the children of the desolate woman
    than of her who has a husband.” (Galatians 4:27) 
Paul quotes Isaiah and applies it to people who, through Jesus, have been born by the Holy Spirit.  In other words, Isaiah 54 isn’t just about Israel’s return from exile, ultimately it’s about the miraculous family God is creating through Jesus.  And that’s what we’re part of right now.
So think about the metaphor.  A barren woman can’t produce a child by trying harder.  She can't say, “This year I'm really going to apply myself.”  No.  Something has to happen that she can’t make happen.
And Paul says that's what becoming a Christian is like.  You and I have some sense of who we ought to be.  And especially when we're young, we tend to think that someday we're finally going to become that person.
Someday I'll get my life together.  Someday I'll become disciplined enough.  Someday I'll become patient enough.  Someday I'll become the Christian I know I ought to be.  But the gospel says your problem is deeper than that.  You don't merely need improvement.  You need new life.  Or as Jesus puts it in John 3, “You must be born again.”
And this isn’t just a you thing, this is actually one of the great themes running through the whole Bible.  Everyone who encounters God needs to be born again.  I mean, think about the heroes of faith that God used to bring salvation into the world.
Like Abraham.  He’s the father of the faith.  But he let’s his wife be sexually exploited twice in order to save himself, and then he sends Hagar and Ishmale off into the desert to die.  What a great guy!  Or Jacob.  He tears his family apart by choosing one son to be his favorite.  Or Judah.  He sleeps with prostitutes.  Or David.  He lusts after the wife of one of his loyal soldiers and then has him killed so he can have her.  And these are the best guys in the Bible!
And you say, “What?  Couldn't God have dug a little deeper?  Couldn't He have found anyone better?  And the answer is: There is no one better.
You're not better.  I'm not better.  The Bible isn't a story of impressive people reaching their potential.  It's the story of God bringing life out of barrenness.  And unless God intervenes, you will never become the person you were created to be.
We are all spiritually barren and need to be born again.
…
Alright, in verses 4–10 the picture changes.  Again we have a woman, but this time she isn't barren, she's separated from her husband.  And this picture isn't about God bringing life out of a dead womb.  Now we discover that God can bring love out of a dead marriage.
So what’s going on?  Well, the woman represents Israel and God is her husband.  And Israel has been unfaithful.  For centuries God has loved her and cared for her, and how does she respond?  Israel worships other gods.  She puts herself into the arms of other lovers.  And the Bible calls that spiritual adultery.
And God’s devastated by this betrayal like any husband would be.  And eventually, in verses 7–8 He says:
“I abandoned you… In a surge of anger
    I hid My face from you for a moment, (Isaiah 54:7-8)
God withdraws His protection.  And when this happens Israel is carried into exile.  Here is a wife who has been unfaithful and is now separated from her husband.  And remember, this isn’t just Israel, this is us.  So what happens next?
…
Well here is where a surprise enters the story.  Look at who the husband is.  Verse 5 reads:
For your Maker is your husband—
    the Lord Almighty is His name—
the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer;
    He is called the God of all the earth. (Isaiah 54:5)
Now there are two competing ideas here.  So on one hand we’re talking about the Maker.  The LORD Almighty.  The Holy One of Israel.  The God of all the earth.  And He’s the one who is angry and has abandoned you.  That’s bad.  He is holy and mighty and justified because of what His bride has done.
But He is also your husband.  He is your Redeemer.  He is the God who sees His wife's distress.  And yes, we brought that distress on ourself.  But God doesn't look at her and say, “Good. You deserve it.”  His wife’s distress moves Him.  And in verses 7–10 God says I was angry, I did turn away…
	
“… but with deep compassion I will bring you back…. with everlasting kindness
    I will have compassion on you,”
    says the Lord your Redeemer. (Isaiah 54:7-8)
I'm bringing you home.  And when I bring you home, nothing will ever separate us again.  And it’s a big never.  In verse 10 God says:
Though the mountains be shaken
    and the hills be removed,
yet My unfailing love for you will not be shaken (Isaiah 54:10)
That's incredible.  God is holy and just and righteous.  But He is also your Husband.  And He says: “I'm going to heal this marriage, and it will never be broken again.”
Now how can He say that?  How can a holy God simply take His unfaithful wife back?  And how could He possibly promise that this relationship will never be broken again?  
…
The answer is the cross.  And the key connection here comes in verse 7 where God says: “For a brief moment I abandoned you.”  That word “abandoned” shows up in Psalm 22:
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” (Psalm 22:1)
And those are the words Jesus chose to be His last as He was dying on the cross.  So do you see what is happening?  Jesus is abandoned so that you don't have to be.  God's face is hidden from Him so that God's face can shine on you.  The judgment falls on Jesus so you can come home.
…
Or think about it this way.  Suppose a friend borrows your bicycle but forgets to lock it up and it gets stollen.  And then he says, “I'm sorry.”
What do you do?  You have a choice.  You can say, “I’m glad you’re sorry.  But the bike cost $1000.  So pay up.”  That’s one option.
Or you can say, “I forgive you.”  But if you forgive him, the cost doesn't disappear.  Somebody still pays.  Either he pays for the bike, or you buy a new one yourself.  Or you start taking the bus.  The point is, whenever genuine forgiveness happens, somebody pays.
So how can God forgive everything we've done to Him, to each other, and to the world He made?  If God doesn't make us pay, then He has to absorb that cost Himself.  And that's the cross.  God comes in the person of Jesus and pays the price.  Jesus gets the abandonment.  Jesus gets forsaken.  Jesus gets the judgment.  And we get brought home.
The cross is where the holiness of God and the love of God meet.  God is holy so He can't simply shrug at sin and say “no big deal.”  There is a real cost to your sin.  But God is so loving that He bears that cost Himself.
And so it’s the cross that explains how the Maker can be your Husband.  And it’s the cross that can explain how this marriage between Him and us can be permanent.
Because here's the problem:  We're still us.  None of us are any better than Abraham or David.  Paul says he’s the chief of sinners, but I think Pastor Brad gives him a good run for his money.  We’ve all been terribly unfaithful.  So how can God possibly say that His covenant of peace will never be removed?
…
The cross.  There's an amazing line in 1 John that says:
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins.” (1 John 1:9)
Did you hear that?  God is just, so He forgives our sin.
Now, I would expect John to say God is merciful so He forgives us.  And of course that is true.  But John says He is just to forgive us.  Why?
Because Jesus has borne our condemnation.  In other words if you’re a Jesus follower then God can’t make you pay for your sin because Jesus already paid.  It wouldn’t be just for God to collect twice.  And that's why the marriage between us and Him will last.
That's why God can say: “Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet My unfailing love for you will not be shaken.”  It’s because it stands on Jesus not on you.  That's a miraculous marriage.
…
So what happens when you experience a miraculous re-birth and enter a miraculous marriage you don’t deserve?  Answer: abundant life.  You gain access to a miraculous life.
And the first word of this chapter tells us what that kind of life looks like.  So the chapter begins with a command.  And it’s a strange command:
“Sing, barren woman.” (Isaiah 54:1)
What does the barren woman have to sing about?  She doesn’t have the children she longs for.  And she has no evidence that anything is changing.  And still God says: Sing.  Why?
Because your life is no longer defined by what you can produce.  It's been defined by God.  And that's what we are being called into.  So verse 6 says:
“The LORD will call you back.” (Isaiah 54:6)
See, your Maker is calling you home.  And coming home means leaving somewhere else behind.  So where was the abandoned woman living?  She was with her other lovers.  And all the lovers promised to give her meaning and significance and pleasure but they didn’t deliver.
And God is calling us to come home as well; home from trusting our other lovers.  So for you maybe it's your career.  Maybe it's money.  Maybe it's another person.  Maybe it's being admired or successful or needed.  These things aren't bad things.  But when we look to them to tell us who we are and give us significance, then we've asked them to become our gods.
And God says: Come home.  Come back to your first love.  Come back to the One who made you.  Your Maker is your Husband.  And then verse 4 says:
“Do not be afraid; you will not be put to shame… You will forget the shame of your youth.” (Isaiah 54:4)
Some of us need to hear that because you know what you've done.  You know how you've failed.  You know you’ve been like Peter.
I mean three times Peter is asked whether he knows Jesus, and at the very moment Jesus is being beaten and tortured, Peter won't even admit that he's one of His followers.  And yet after the resurrection Jesus comes to Peter and says:  “Feed my sheep.”
In other words: Your failure can humble you, but it doesn’t get to name you anymore.  And that’s because Jesus' grace has secured you like it secured Peter.  Grace made Peter into a different man.  That's what grace does.  
So forget your shame.  Not because what you did doesn't matter.  Or because God shrugs at sin – He doesn’t.  But forget your shame because Jesus carried it to the cross.  Your Maker is your Husband.  Forget your shame and sing.
…
Here’s where we come back to Mildred Cable.  Mildred surrendered the husband she thought she would have.  She surrendered the children she might have had.  And she travelled halfway around the world to serve Jesus.  And the remarkable thing is that her story looks strangely like Isaiah 54.
“Sing, barren woman, you who never bore a child… because more are the children of the desolate woman…”  Mildred never had biological children, but her life was anything but barren.
A hundred years ago China began a revival which today has seen up to a hundred million people come to Christ.  And Mildred’s story is a part of that story.  
Barren—but the mother of many.  Abandoned—but God brings you home.  Ashamed—but God covers your shame.  Even when you are unfaithful His covenant is more permanent than the mountains.  
So sing.  Not because you've finally become the person you ought to be or you've managed to make your life fruitful.  Not because you're worthy of God's love.  Sing because your Maker is your Husband.
The One who made heaven and earth desires you.  And He paid the price to bring you home.
When you begin to see Jesus’ beauty and understand how deeply He loves you—something changes.  All of a sudden you begin to serve Him not because you have to, but because you want to.  You begin to discover the pleasure of pleasing the One who delights in you.  And when you actually want to live your life pleasing God, that’s when life’s abundant.  
So:  Sing, barren woman.  Your Maker is your Husband.
