Discussion Questions based on Isaiah 54:1-10 
and the sermon: The Maker is your Husband

Ice Breakers
1. What is something in your life that turned out very differently than you expected, but you’re now grateful for?
2. When you hear the word “home,” what feelings, memories, or images immediately come to mind?

Read Isaiah 54:1–10 as a group.  Then answer the following questions:
3. Isaiah begins by telling a barren woman to sing before her circumstances have changed. What does that tell us about the kind of faith God is inviting her into?
4. In verses 1–3, the barren woman suddenly has more children than she can contain. What do you think this picture communicates about God's ability to bring life and fruitfulness out of seemingly impossible situations?
5. Verse 5 describes God both as “your Maker” and “your husband.” What do these two descriptions reveal about God, and why is it significant that Isaiah puts them together?
6. In verses 7–10, God acknowledges His anger and separation but then promises everlasting kindness and an unshakable covenant of peace. What do these verses teach us about the relationship between God's holiness, judgment, compassion, and love? 
7. In the sermon Dan said, “The Bible isn't a story of impressive people reaching their potential. It's the story of God bringing life out of barrenness.” How does that change the way we think about spiritual growth and our need for God? 
8. The sermon connects Jesus' abandonment on the cross with God's promise to bring His people home. How does the cross help us understand how a holy God can forgive us while still taking sin seriously? 

Break into groups of 2-3.  Answer the following questions together then pray for each other.
9. The sermon describes things like career, money, relationships, admiration, success, or being needed as potential “other lovers” when we depend on them for our identity and significance. Which things are you most tempted to look to for something only God can give you? 
10. Isaiah says, “You will forget the shame of your youth.” Is there a past failure or source of shame that still has too much power to define you? What might it look like to believe that, because of Jesus, your failure can humble you without naming you? 

