When God Seems to Forget
Discussion Questions based on Isaiah 49:1-16

Ice Breakers
1. When you’re having a difficult day, what is something you naturally turn to for comfort or to help yourself unwind? 
2. Can you remember a time when something looked bad in the moment but, with hindsight, you were able to see the situation very differently? 

Read Isaiah 49:1–16 as a group.
3. In Isaiah 49:5–6, what does God say the Servant will accomplish? What do these verses reveal about the scope of God’s plan of salvation? 
4. Look at the promises in verses 8–13. What pictures does Isaiah use to describe God’s coming salvation? Which one stands out to you, and why? 
5. After all these promises, Zion responds in verse 14, “The LORD has forsaken me, the Lord has forgotten me.” Why do you think Zion responds this way? What tension do you see between God’s promises and Zion’s present experience? 
6. How do the two images in verses 15–16—a nursing mother and names engraved on God’s hands—answer Zion’s fear that God has forgotten them? What does each image communicate about God? 
7. The sermon argues that faith does not ignore difficult circumstances but refuses to let our immediate circumstances be the only evidence we consider. How does that understanding differ from the way we sometimes think about faith? 
8. The sermon connects Isaiah’s image of “engraved” hands with the scarred hands of Jesus. How does the cross give us something concrete to hold onto when our circumstances seem to contradict God’s love? 

Break into Groups of 2-3 and answer the following questions.  Then pray for each other.
9. Where in your life right now are your circumstances making it difficult for you to believe that God sees you, loves you, or has your best interests in mind? 
10. When you feel forgotten by God, what do you tend to turn to for comfort, security, or satisfaction instead of Him? What might it look like this week to “look at His hands” and trust Him in that area? 

