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Once there was an unsuspecting hobbit who stumbled across something incredibly special – a ring.  But not just any ring, the one ring to rule them all.  And this ring bestowed him with incredible abilities and unnatural longevity, but it took something as well.  Over the years the ring, which seemed to serve his will, turned out to be his master.  It was his precious.  And in the end Gollum even threw himself into the fires of Mount Doom for one last chance to touch it.  If that’s a spoiler you deserve it.
…
Welcome to Fort George.  This morning we are continuing a series called “Walking in Wonder” because we are in a section of Luke where Jesus outlines what it looks like to follow Him – to be a disciple.  And in today’s text Jesus shows us a path past one of the most insidious sin traps.  

But there is something funny about this trap; while Jesus talks about it more than just about anything else, it’s a thing probably none of us consider a personal danger.  I mean some of us would readily admit that lust has played a role in our lives or anger has been a problem, but very few of us would identify as greedy.  

And yet Jesus spends more time talking about money than either sex or anger.  And His concern is that if we are going to follow Him then our relationship with money needs to change from what’s normal.  So if you’ve got a Bible open it up to Luke 12.  Would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read Luke 12:13-34]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.

We hear a lot about the 1%.  I’m talking about Musk, Bezos and the other rocket club boys.  But what we don’t often hear is that these guys make up only a tiny fraction of the 1%.  In fact the 1% is big enough that there are people in this room who are part of it.  

So there is a website called “Givingwhatwecan.org” – check it out later.  But on this site you can enter your yearly income and find out what percentile of wealth you fall into on a global scale.  And what you will find is that while Musk and Bezos are in the top 1% all you need to join their club is $86,000 a year.  Just $86,000 Canadian….  But maybe that still excludes you.  If it does, here’s the crazy thing, it takes only $27,000 to qualify for the top 10%.  



And students, just in case you think you fall below this, add your tuition to your living expenses, you’re not poor.  Here’s the reality, virtually everyone in Canada is within the top 10%, and most of us here are in the top 5.  We are incredibly rich.

Now what we are going to see in this text is that Jesus isn’t attacking wealth, He is attacking affluenza or money sickness.  And money sickness isn’t about how much money you have, it’s about how important money is.  So you can have money and not have golden fever – think Abraham or Job – and it’s also possible to have stage four Wealth Delirium while having virtually no money at all.  Thanks to ChatGPT I have piles of ways to describe greed today – enjoy.

Anyway, here’s the strange thing about affluenza, in spite of it being a cancer that will eat your soul from the inside, it’s virtually impossible to self-diagnose.  You can only see it in other people.  But Jesus doesn’t want His disciples trapped by Silver Chain Syndrome, He wants abundant life for us.  And so in today’s text He shows us why money sickness is so difficult to diagnose, what symptoms expose it, and finally how to cure it.[footnoteRef:1]  That’s where we’re going. [1:  Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/money/ (Accessed March 12, 2025)] 

…
So first, Jesus shows us why money sickness is so difficult to diagnose.  The text starts with a man coming to Jesus who thinks that he has a financial problem to be worked out with his brother; “Jesus, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.”  

So context: this is probably a younger brother coming to Jesus because tradition stated that older brothers inherited everything.  And then older brothers were supposed to take care of the rest of the family.  But something has broken down.  Either the older brother wasn’t doing his duty, or the younger brother felt entitled to more.  We don’t know.  But notice how Jesus responds.  In verse 14 He says:
	“Friend, who made Me a judge over you to decide such things as that?” (Luke 12:14)

Jesus says, “I’m not getting involved in your problem.”  Wow!  Jesus sees a need and says “no.”  Now this isn’t because it’s wrong to help people settle family disputes – that’s an important job!  But Jesus recognizes that this wasn’t His job.  Get this: just because there is a need doesn’t mean you are called to meet it.  What we need to do is determine what God has called us to and give ourselves to doing that.

And this is what Jesus does.  He steps around something that could have distracted Him from His mission, and gives Himself to something He is called to do.  He warns His disciples about the trap of greed.  See Jesus thinks this is a real threat for everyone who calls themselves a Jesus Follower.  Look at verse 15.  We read:
Then He said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.” (Luke 12:15)

Now notice what Jesus warns against here.  It’s not money, and it’s not even primarily greed.  Jesus’ warning is that greed is likely to sneak past your spiritual immune system.  He says, “Beware, watch out, be on guard against all sorts of greed.”  Now greed is the opposite of generosity, and of course it’s bad, but it’s the warning that’s unique here. 

Think of this: Jesus never says “Beware of murder - you just never know when you might commit it.”  That’s not a thing.  Or “watch out that you don’t steal things at Superstore.”  Or “Be careful that you don’t accidentally trip and commit adultery.”  No.  We know when we are guilty of those things, but greed is different.  It’s sneaky.  Nobody thinks they are greedy.

So I’ve had piles people confess all kinds of sin in my office, but nobody has ever confessed to being greedy.  Why is that?...  Well, think about where we live and how big a role money plays in defining value for Canadians.  
…
I’ve told you before about how when I lived in Korea the first question we asked people we were getting to know was “how old are you” because your age is attached to your value in Korea.  But in Canada the first question we ask is “what do you do?” because our jobs and how much money we make is central to our value.   So of course greed is a trap for us.

Tim Keller lays out another factor.  He notes that there aren’t really classes of people in North America anymore – and a lot of this is good.  But a downside is that everyone rubs shoulders with everyone else and ends up pressured to live like people who have way more resources than we do.  

So I can go to Earls and park my 15-year-old Dodge Caravan next to your 2025 Tesla and then sit one table over from you.  And we are essentially wearing the same clothes and eating the same food and nobody would know you makes $100,000 more than me.  So like never before, there are opportunities for people with way less to have the same things as those with more.  And our economy is built on the dissatisfaction this creates.  There is incredible pressure to live up to people beside us.  

And the other side of this is that we never feel greedy.  See there is always someone who is spending more on themselves than we are, and there is always someone who is giving away less.  
…
Juliet Schor, a professor of economics, wrote a book called “The Overworked American.”  And in it she talks about how, in spite of being the richest people in the world, the pressure to acquire more has us working longer hours than any other people in history.  We are rich and enslaved at the same time – it would be hilarious if it wasn’t us.  I mean if you were to ask any other culture what they would do if they had the resources we have none of them would say “work as hard as us.”  So why are we doing this?


In her search for an answer Schor conducted a survey where she asked people if they had enough.  And she found that, of people who make more than $100,000 a year, only a third believe they can afford everything they need.  This means two thirds of the top 1% feel they don’t have enough.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/first/s/schor-overspent.html (Accessed March 15, 2025)] 


Now of course rich people suffer from Chronic Capital Deficiency, but not me.  I really don’t have enough.  
…
Whether you’ve actually said that or not is one thing, but interestingly most of Jesus’ initial followers were from the Palestinian peasant class – they had virtually nothing.  And yet Jesus thought greed was a problem for them – that’s why He’s teaching about it.  So is there any chance Wealth Worm has slipped past your spiritual immune system?  

Jesus says the reason money sickness is so difficult to diagnose is that it’s sneaky.  So watch out.  Be suspicious.  Don’t trust yourself with money.  This is what Jesus says.
…
Well, if money sickness is so hard to self-diagnose, we need some signs that can actually expose its symptoms.  And Jesus gives us exactly this.  He says, “Be on guard against all kinds of greed.”  In other words there are different sides to greed, and we can look at greed from these different angels and see whether affluenza is spreading rot in our soul.  And Jesus gives two different kinds of greed along with a few examples of each.  

So first, Jesus tells a story about a rich fool who brings in a harvest so big he doesn’t have room to store it.  He’s got the problem everyone wants.  And in verse 19, he lays out what he’s going to do about.  He says:
“I’ll sit back and say to myself, ‘My friend, you have enough stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!’” (Luke 12:19)
	
So the most obvious symptom of Golden Gangrene is gloating.  He’s got a smug smile on his face and the money to back it up.  He’s going to invest in himself, and his comfort and He’ll let you know about it.  Materialism has sunk its teeth in deep.  He thinks what he has is all for him.  It’s greed.  At least it’s one kind of greed.

But in the next paragraph Jesus identifies a totally different kind of greed.  So immediately after telling the story of the rich fool we read:
Then, turning to His disciples, Jesus said, “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food to eat or enough clothes to wear. (Luke 12:22)
	

So Jesus says there’s just as big a connection between worry and greed as gloating and greed.  See greed isn’t about how much you have, it’s about how much you think about what you have.  So if you are worried about what you are going to eat or wear or how you are going to pay your bills then your heart is just as set on material things as the rich fool.  Prosperity Paranoia is just as greedy as Affluenza.  
…
But this is so sneaky – we don’t think it’s us – so Jesus tries again.  He paints a picture full of ravens and lilies, but what He’s doing is unpacking how both savers and spenders can suffer Fiscal Neurosis.  First the ravens.  In verse 24 He says:
Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! (Luke 12:24)

So some people look to money for security.  And these people can save.  Now certainly it’s better to spend less than you make – that’s wise.  But we aren’t talking about wisdom here, we are talking about the slippery slope from wisdom into Dragon Fever – the inability to give away what you have because you need to save it.  

And of course there is a parallel to the rich fool here.  He has harvested more than he needs, but instead of being generous he is compelled to save in preparation for a bigger and bigger rainy day.  He’s got his emergency fund so no matter how bad the tariffs get, they aren’t going to touch him.  But Jesus’ critique comes in verse 21:
“Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.” (Luke 12:21)	

So Jesus says its foolish to think money in the bank can keep you safe.  It can’t.  Cancer doesn’t care if you’re rich.  Car accidents don’t care if you’re rich.  Divorce doesn’t care if you’re rich.  Money has no power to protect you from any of the real dangers of life.  
…
Now, Jesus isn’t saying don’t put money in your RRSP.  But He is saying don’t slip into Dragon Fever – don’t trust that your RRSP’s are going to keep you safe.  They aren’t.  Only God can keep you safe.  So invest in the One who takes care of even the ravens.  
…
But it’s not just savers who are in danger of greed, it’s also spenders.  But for spenders the danger is Golden Gangrene.  So Jesus says:    
“Look at the lilies and how they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. (Luke 12:27)

Spenders don’t care about having money in the bank; money for spenders is about becoming beautiful or worthy.  We want people to think we have our lives together and we spend our money to give that impression.  So we buy nice clothes and invest in a good home in the right neighbourhood because we see money as the way to make us desirable.  But Jesus says even Solomon, with all his money, wasn’t as beautiful as the lilies.  

So money can’t make you desirable.  In fact, if people desire you for your money, they really just want your money.  And so the very thing you look to for beauty ends up consuming any beauty you have – it’s Golden Gangrene.  Jesus says don’t look to money to give you the meaning only God can provide.
…
So you can catch greed if you’ve got lots, and you can contract it if you’ve got little; you’re at risk whether you’re a spender or a saver.  But there is a way to cure affluenza.  And Jesus gives us two antidotes to do it. First, He says we need an encounter with His grace, and second we need to be part of a community of people who have encountered His grace.  

So first, Jesus’ grace.  We get the gospel in verse 31.  Jesus says:
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and He will give you everything you need. So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingdom. (Luke 12:31-32)

Now Jesus already said if we are storing up money instead of being generous we aren’t being rich towards God.  But notice here He doesn’t say, “if you want the kingdom then be generous; if you want God’s forgiveness, then give your money away.”  Jesus doesn’t say that; He says the opposite. He says, God wants to give you the kingdom. He wants to give it.  

Now why would the Father want to give you His kingdom?  It’s because He treasures you.  He created you because He thought His eternity would be better with you in the equation.  Or Peter says it like this:
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9)

God’s special possession.  God treasures you.  Not because of something you can give Him, but because it gives Him great happiness to pour His grace out on undeserving people.  This is what the cross is about – God gave up the wealth of heaven embracing the abject poverty and rejection, so you, who were rebelling against Him could be forgiven and made heirs with Christ.  That’s the gospel.

And seeing this is the first antidote that frees us from the silver chains that seek to enslave.  See, the real reason we store for safety or spend for beauty instead of being rich towards God is because we lack the inner wealth of knowing that we have been treasured by Jesus.  We are seeking meaning somewhere else.

But when you see Jesus – when you see that He gave up everything for you – then all of a sudden money stop being your precious and you just use it.  It’s not your source of safety or beauty, it’s just money.

So what is it you treasure?  Every soul has a precious – what’s yours?  It matters because every treasure except Jesus will demand that you die to get it, while Jesus is the only treasure that died to get you.  So do you see the beauty of His grace?
…
The second antidote to greed that Jesus says we need is to be part of a community of people who have seen His grace.  So in verse 32 Jesus says “Don’t be afraid to sell your possessions and give to the poor, little flock – don’t be afraid little flock.”  He’s not talking to you, He’s talking to us – to His community of disciples – about taking care of each other.  And He’s doing this because it’s in community that our needs get met.  In another place Jesus says:
No one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for Me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (Mark 10:29-30)

This isn’t Jesus promising we are going to be rich, this is Him saying when you see His grace and join His kingdom you find yourself surrounded by a new family.  And families take care of each other.  It’s like in Acts, no one considered their possessions their own.

Now this isn’t an invitation for Lucre Leaches to suck the community dry – there are texts about that – but this passage is about Jesus encouraging His little flock – us – to be empowered, when we see His grace, to meet each other’s needs.  
…
So has Jesus richly given you what you don’t deserve?  If He has then He’s your precious.  And all of a sudden you realize that the blessings He’s given you aren’t for you, they are for you to give away.  That’s the blessing!  It’s awesome to get to be part of what Jesus is doing in the lives of the people around you. 

And can you imagine being part of a community like that?  A church full of people like this would feel rich.  And a city full of churches like this would feel rich.  And Jesus is doing something here, so see Him freshly and let that vision root Mammon’s Marrow Disease from your bones.  

It turns out, you are richer than you think.  But Jesus didn’t give so you could hoard or splurge.  He gives so we can partner with Him in taking care of the needs of His people.  So feast your eyes on the grace of Jesus and be transformed into a generous reflection of the Great Giver.
