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Today everyone follows someone.  If your thing is renovations or interior decorating, 
there are a thousand shows on TV with amazing ideas for you to try out.  If your thing is 
going on vacation you’ve got a hundred friends on Facebook who go on all the amazing 
vacations you wish you went on.  It really doesn’t matter what you are interested in, if 
it’s working out or crafting or gaming or staying current with world events.  In the world 
we live in the question is never “Will I be a disciple?”  The question is always “Whose 
disciple will I be?”  Who will I follow? 
 
And so the question is never “Will I be influenced by a spirit?”  The question is always 
“Of all the spirits at work in the world, to which ones will I yield?”  The question is never 
“Will I live by the values of a kingdom?”  The question is always “Of all the kingdoms 
competing for my allegiance, by whose kingdom values will I live?”  The question is 
never “Will I wear a set of glasses through which I will look out at the world and try to 
make sense of what is going on and my place in it?”  Everyone wears a set of glasses; 
everyone has a set of deeply held, basic pre-supposotions about how things are.  The 
question is always “whose set of glasses will I wear?”   
 
So the question is never “Will I be a disciple?”  The question is always “Whose disciple 
will I be?”1 
… 
Alright, today we are in Revelation 14 and the first few verses of chapter 15.  So open 
the Bible on your phone or grab the one from the pew in front of you and follow along.   
 
Over the last couple weeks we’ve been looking at a section of conflict in Revelation that 
is all about the war behind all wars.  And this is really what Revelation is about.  It seeks 
to give us glasses to understand the turmoil and trouble that is rampant in the world 
today.  Things are not what they seem. 
 
So in chapter 12 there is this woman, clothed with the sun, standing on the moon and 
wearing a crown of 12 stars.  She’s a sign pointing to the people of God.  And she’s 
endangered by a second sign.  A huge dragon that John says is Satan.   
 
And Satan wants to consume the woman and her children through treachery and deceit.  
And the cards are stacked, it looks like he’s going to win.  But then there’s a surprise.  A 
child is born.  Weak.  Small.  Vulnerable.  And omnipotent.  He’s the Child.  Not a sign.  
The Lion who is the Lamb.  He’s the most real reality in all the universe.  And He 
overcomes, not by hurting others, but by taking the hurt of the world upon Himself. 
 
 

 
1 Introduction adapted from Darrell Johnson’s “Discipleship on the Edge” pg 267 
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And in this moment the cosmic war in heaven is won.  Jesus wins and Satan is bounced 
out of heaven and hurled down.  Defeated, but not vanquished… yet.  So Revelation 
says “Woe to the earth… because the devil has gone down to you!”  And he’s ticked.  
And so, because he can’t touch the Child he vents his anger on the children of the 
woman – the disciples of Jesus.  This is the war that is going on behind all wars.  This is 
the perspective John wants us to have as we look out at the world. 
 
In chapter 13 we find out that Satan doesn’t attack directly – the dragon isn’t running 
around on earth.  He is using puppets to do his dirty work.  He manipulates and 
influences both political powers and religious powers to keep Christ followers from doing 
God’s will in loyalty and obedience – this was chapter 13. 
 
That’s our context, it’s been dark.  But today things are actually looking up a bit.  We are 
in Revelation 14 and in this chapter a ray of hope shines into the darkness – though at 
first it may not look that way.  Would you stand with me as we read chapter 14 and the 
first few verses of chapter 15?  Hear now the word of the Lord: 
 
[Read Revelation 14:1-15:4] 
 
Now you are probably thinking “Wow, how is that ‘looking up’?”  First we’ve got 
problematic verse 4 where all God’s people haven’t defiled themselves with women – 
I’m not sure how you feel about that.  Then we’ve got verse 20, the most grotesque 
picture in all of Revelation – blood flowing out of a winepress, rising as high as a horse’s 
bridle for 1600 stadia or about 300km.  That’s a lot of blood, particularly if you walked 
out of grade 11 biology because you couldn’t dissect a frozen pig – no names. 
 
So how do we tackle this?   
 
Well, before we get to the specifics let me take you up to 30,000 feet for a second.  I 
think you would agree that in general the message of the Bible is an encouraging 
message – would you agree with that?   
 
The message is “You’re a broken sinner.  Your life’s a mess.  But God loves you and 
died to take the punishment you deserve upon Himself and give you the opportunity to 
live the life He created you to live in the beginning – a life of meaning and purpose as 
you bring glory to God.  That’s why you exist.   
 
So, accept Jesus’ forgiveness and enter into the abundant life He has for you that starts 
right now and lasts for eternity.”  That’s the basic message of the Bible.  It’s an 
awesome message.  30,000 feet. 
 
Now down to 10,000 feet.  I suspect you would agree that as dark as Revelation is, its 
overall message is also encouraging.  The message is “Jesus has won, and He wins.  
And so, as bad as things look, you need to know that everything is under control.”  
That’s the message.  And John bookends Revelation with this message.  So chapter 1 
begins with God saying: 
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I am the Alpha and the Omega… who is, and who was, and who is to come, the 
Almighty.  (Revelation 1:8) 

 
That’s the ultimate statement of “I’ve got this.”  And Revelation ends with Jesus saying: 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 
End. (Revelation 22:13) 

 
So at the beginning and at the end we get this incredibly encouraging statement.  And 
the message is whatever you make of all the dark stuff between these two passages – 
however you interpret all the confusing stuff, whether it is all literal or all figurative or 
somewhere in the middle – you need to know God has got this.  That’s the point. 
 
Alright, down to 1000 feet.  It turns out the bloody mess of chapter 14, is also book 
ended by two encouraging texts.  Now I don’t want to lose you in the details here, but 
this chapter is written using a very familiar Jewish poetic structure called a chiasm. 
 
Here’s what I mean.  In verses 1 to 5 there is a picture of the redeemed.  These 
144,000 who have Jesus’ name and the Father’s name written on their foreheads.  And 
in verse 3 they sing a new song before the throne.  That’s the beginning. 
 
At the end of this passage.  Chapter 15 verses 1-4 we have another picture of the 
redeemed.  In verse 2 John sees “all those who had been victorious over the beast.”  
And in verse 3 they sing “the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb.”  So at the 
beginning and the end we’ve got God’s people singing. 
 
Then take a step inside.  At the beginning, verses 6-13 three angels make an 
announcement about the wine of God’s coming judgment which He is going to make 
people drink.  And at the end three angels carry out that judgment reaping the grapes 
and making the wine. 
 
And at the very center, in chapter 14 verse 14, is a vision of Jesus – “one like a son of 
man with a crown of gold on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand.” 
 
Here’s the point.  Before we get bogged down making wicked wine you need to see this 
is good news.  God’s people are singing.  It’s a win.  And Jesus has got this.  The Lamb 
holds the sickle.  That’s our context. 
So let’s come down to ground level now and look first at the 144,000 because this is 
good news.  So chapter 14 verse 1 starts out with the Lamb standing on Mount Zion.   
 
Now if were a 1st century follower of Jesus, and particularly if you had been studying the 
Old Testament your entire life, then this would sound like Psalm 2.  So Psalm 2 starts 
with the nations in an uproar plotting against God.  They want to thwart His plans and 
be their own gods.  But YHWH responds and we read: 
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The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
   the Lord scoffs at them. 
He rebukes them in His anger 
    and terrifies them in His wrath, saying, 
“I have installed My king 
    on Zion, My holy mountain…. 
    Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.” (Psalm 2:4-6;12) 

 
This is what is called a Messianic Psalm.  God’s saying “My plans can’t be beaten.  I’m 
going to send My Messiah.  He’s going to be king on My mountain.  And everyone who 
trusts in Him is going to be blessed.” 
 
And this is what John sees.  But then surprise!  God’s Messiah is a Lamb, not a Lion.  
The Jews thought God’s Messiah was going to be a Lion who’d defeat His enemies by 
force.  But God doesn’t win the victory by force.  He wins by the cross.  He surrenders 
Himself to all that evil can muster; He takes all the hate and sin the world has to offer 
upon Himself until there is nothing left but Him.  And He’s won. 
 
That’s what Jesus did on the cross.  And now He’s on God’s mountain.  To a first-
century person, steeped in the Old Testament, there would be no more powerful way to 
declare Jesus as the victor.  Jesus, the suffering servant, is God’s Messiah. 
… 
And He’s standing there with the 144,000.  And they’ve got the Father and the Son’s 
name on them – they bear His image.  Now we bumped into these guys back in chapter 
7.  And there, among other places, we’ve seen how numbers in this book have 
meaning.  This has been the interpretive lens I’ve been looking through. 
 
So here we have 144,000: 12 times 12 (the 12 tribes times the 12 apostles, the people 
of God Old and New Testament) times 10 (the number of completion) times 10 (lots), 
times 10 (all of them).  This is a symbol not a statistic.  And in chapter 7 John says: 

And there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb. (Revelation 7:9) 

 
Every Jesus follower is there, with the King, ready to sing a new song.   
 
But what I really want to look at today is how the 144,000 are described.  And I’m going 
to talk about them as “they” even though they are “we.”  If you have surrendered to 
Jesus’ leadership then His name is written on your forehead and you bear His image. 
 
But I am going to call them “they” because I want us to ask ourselves “Am I one of the 
Lamb’s people?  Does my life show I am actually following the Lamb?”  I want us to do 
this because the beasts of chapter 13 seek to deceive God’s people and lead us into 
worshipping other things besides Jesus. 
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You see the question is never “Will I be a disciple?  The question is always “Whose 
disciple will I be?”  
 
Now there are at least seven distinguishing marks that these people bear – I don’t have 
time to lay them all out, so I’ll unpack two for you. 
 
First, these people who bear God’s mark see themselves as an offering or a sacrifice.  
So in verse 4 John calls them “First fruits.”  In the Old Testament the “first fruits” were 
the first grapes or figs or whatever you were farming, that you harvested that year.  And 
the Jews would give these to God as a way of saying “I planted and I watered, but I 
know that You made this grow.  You make everything good happen.  And so here’s a 
sign that I know everything comes from You – I’m giving the first fruits back.”   
 
Now here’s the important thing to see.  “Tithing”, or giving these first fruits to God wasn’t 
a way of paying God off.  It wasn’t saying “Hey God, You helped me do this so this 
part’s Yours and let’s face it, I did a lot too, so the rest is mine.”  No.  It was a way of 
acknowledging “Everything I’ve got has come from You.”  That’s the point. 
 
And so here the Lamb’s people aren’t compartmentalizing their lives.  They don’t say 
“This part of my life is for God, and the rest is for me.  One day a week will be Yours, 
but the other six are mine.”  Or “I’ll give You 15 minutes of my day God, but the rest of 
my day belongs to work and play.”  No.  Jesus followers say “Hey God, everything I’ve 
got is Yours.  And so I give You some of my money because all my money is Yours.”  
And I give you some of my time because all my time is Yours.”  They are first fruit 
people. 
… 
The second distinguishing mark of the Lamb’s people is that they know they are 
engaged to the Lamb.  Here I’m looking at the troublesome verse about these guys not 
being defiled by women.  Now this is a hard verse to unpack. I just want to admit that. 
… 
So some people think John is saying that the only way to make it in the kingdom is 
through celibacy.  The problem with this is that it doesn’t line up with the rest of 
scripture.  Jesus affirms sexuality and celebrates marriage.  So I don’t buy that. 
 
Other people think “okay, John is talking about some kind of holy war.”  So in the Old 
Testament soldiers who were at war abstained from sex and any warriors who stayed 
home did the same2.  The problem is the 144,000 aren’t warriors. 
 
So that leaves this being a picture.  And certainly throughout scripture sexual intimacy is 
used as an analogy of our relationship with God.  So God calls Israel His “betrothed 
lover.”  And He speaks of us committing adultery against Him when we lust after other 
gods. 
 
John’s going to unpack this more in a couple chapters when he gets into Babylon the 
Great who he describes as the mother of harlots – that’s going to be great! 

 
2 For example 1 Sam 21:5 
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But the point is that the Lamb’s people don’t give themselves to other gods.  Instead 
they keep themselves pure as the bride of Christ.  Specifically they haven’t allowed 
themselves to be enticed by the world, instead they make Jesus their God.  This is why 
Paul says: 

For I am jealous for you with the jealousy of God Himself. I promised you as a 
pure bride to one husband—Christ. (2 Corinthians 11:2) 

 
So Jesus followers have relationships, but their significant others aren’t the most 
important things to them, honouring Jesus is the most important thing.  And Jesus 
followers make money, but money isn’t the most important thing to them.  Honouring 
Jesus is the most important thing.  And Jesus followers can take advise from multiple 
sources.  You can watch HGTV or follow Pewdipie or read the paper when it comes out 
once a week, but Jesus followers make Jesus their God and honour Him before they do 
anything else. 
… 
You see it’s not a question of “Are you a disciple or not?”  The question is “Whose 
disciple are you?”  Are you one of the Lamb’s people?  If not then don’t leave here 
without setting the record straight.  Jesus wants abundant life for you, and He knows 
that He is the only source of that life.  So will you dedicate your life to following Him? 
… 
As you hear this maybe you’re thinking: “O Jesus have mercy.  I do love You, but I’m 
lying if I say I’ve got undivided loyalty.  I feel the pressure of the world.  I feel my heart 
get pulled towards loving other things.  Jesus have mercy.” 
… 
If this is you then just one quick word on the bloody mess in between.  This too is a 
difficult picture to unpack – lots of different ideas.  But the chiasm of hope with Jesus at 
the center leads me to think this must be good news.   
 
So it starts in verse 6 with three angels proclaiming what John calls “the eternal gospel.”  
And it’s a call to fear God and turn away from Babylon.  And it acknowledges that this is 
hard.  Verse 12 says “This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God.” 
 
And then we get one like the Son of Man – this was Jesus’ favorite way of talking about 
Himself – holding a sickle in His hand – this is the centre.  And then we get some 
confusing pictures.   
 
W get told the earth is ripe for harvest, its grapes are ripe.  And so the sickle swings and 
the grapes are gathered.  And they are thrown into the winepress of God’s wrath, and 
out comes blood, blood, blood. 
… 
Now lots of people think this is a picture of God destroying the wicked because these 
grapes get thrown into the winepress of God’s wrath – He’s making wicked wine.  But 
there are a few problems with this.  First, there is more Revelation to come and more 
punishment being poured out.  So the wicked can’t be destroyed in the winepress. 
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But second, this would be the only place in scripture where a ripe harvest of grapes – 
verse 18 – from the “earth’s vine” is associated with wicked people.  Everywhere else 
grapes and harvest refer to God’s people.  So Jesus says things like “the fields are ripe 
for harvest” and “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vine dresser.”   
 
So John’s first readers – first century disciples of Jesus – would have read this passage 
and thought immediately of God’s people, not the wicked.  So what’s up with the 
winepress of God’s wrath? 
 
Well in verse 20 we get something significant.  It says “They were trampled in the 
winepress outside the city.”   
 
Now this is where Jesus was crucified – Calvary was just outside Jerusalem.  This is 
why Hebrews says: 

So also Jesus suffered and died outside the city gates to make His people holy 
by means of His own blood. So let us go out to Him, outside the camp, and bear 
the disgrace He bore. (Hebrews 13:12-13) 

 
And so some people, and I would agree, think that the winepress of God’s wrath is the 
cross.  This is where God turns the full furry of His wrath loose.  And I think, then that 
the blood that flows from the winepress, as high as the horses’ bridles for 300km is the 
blood of Jesus, the vine of the earth.   
 
Here’s the picture for people who are striving to love Jesus and yet find themselves 
fighting against being drawn into the idolatry of the world.  “There is blood enough for all 
who repent.”  Isn’t that good news? 
 
So friends, it’s not a questions of will you be a disciple, the question is whose disciple 
will you be?  Turn your back on Babylon and its shiny, lying lights and throw yourself at 
Jesus’ feet.  Let His blood wash you white as snow.  There is enough for even you.  Let 
His love woo you to Himself and choose to follow Him wherever He goes. 


